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Welcome to the March 2016 edition of The Safety Observer, the newsletter of the National Irish
Safety Organisation. The Safety Observer contains information that is current, informative and
useful to subscribers. We keep you up to date on what is happening in occupational safety and
health. NISO Update, the quarterly magazine, was circulated on 19 January last and the next
edition for NISO members is scheduled for mid April 2016. The last edition of Safety Observer was
distributed on 15 December 2015.

NISO AGM
Fully paid up members of National Irish Safety Organisation
are invited to attend the NISO's national Annual General
Meeting taking place at 12.00hrs on 16 April 2016 in the
Radisson Blu Hotel, Athlone, Co. Westmeath.
NISO/NISG Occupational Safety Quiz Finals
The NISO/NISG All Ireland Quiz Finals will be taking place on
16 April 2016 in the Radisson Blu Hotel, Athlone, Co.
Westmeath. Regional Heats will be taking place in March and
April.
Click here for more information and to book a team.

NISO/NISG Occupational Safety Awards
The deadline for entry to the 25th All Ireland Occupational
Safety Awards is fast approaching! Deadlines: 1 April (early
bird) and 6 May (standard).
Visit safetyawards.ie for further information and come along to
the Safety Awards Workshop, Dublin, on 10 March.

We are now also sending The Safety Observer to all contacts within member organisations for
which we have an email address. Want additional employees added to our distribution list*, or to
check the listing for your organisation, call 01 465 9760 or email info@niso.ie.

In this issue...Safety news...Inquests...Statistics...In the courts...Fatalities and accidents...Safety
Alerts...Notifications...Publications...Guidance...Research Reports...Safety in
Videos...Resources...NISO training and events...
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*Corporate members only

IRISH NEWS
HSA Launch Strategy Statement for 2016-18
The Health and Safety Authority launched its “Strategy Statement for 2016-18” and “Programme of Work”
for 2016 on 27 January. The new strategy focuses on ensuring that workers and those affected by work
activity return home safely and that everyone is protected from the harmful effects of chemicals. The five
strategic priority areas for 2016-18 are: health, safety, chemicals, accreditation and how we work.
http://goo.gl/dEOTDk
Commit to Tackle Vehicle Related Risks at Work
Up to 31 December 2015, there were 21 work related vehicle deaths reported to the HSA which
represents 41% of reported deaths at work in 2015. Preventing vehicle related deaths at work remains a
priority issue for the Health and Safety Authority in 2016.
The HSA urges all employers and employees to implement some simple steps to help stop the
unacceptably high levels of vehicle related harm for Irish workplaces.
http://goo.gl/H1cuOY
Workers’ Memorial Day Ireland
April 28 is the date every year when trade union and employer groups worldwide, as well as individual
organisations, remember those who have been killed or injured in work-related accidents. To get involved
in Workers' Memorial Day Ireland, there are a range of initiatives that organisations can consider.
http://goo.gl/gnt5Ac
Road Safety Authority propose higher fines for wealthier speeders
The Road Safety Authority (RSA) wants the government to consider graduated fines for speeding
motorists based on ability to pay as part of a wider series of measures designed to combat drivers who
repeatedly breach road traffic laws.
http://goo.gl/pE5cRj
ESB express concern over theft of copper from overhead lines
The theft, which occurred in Kilkenny and Ballyhale, saw a total of 3.6 kilometres of copper stolen. In a
statement the ESB has expressed concern for the safety of the people stealing the copper, and also for
the members of the public who are put at risk by these activities.
http://goo.gl/txsE3k
Online tool for agribusinesses launched
The HSA has launched an addition to its online BeSMART.ie tool specifically for agribusinesses aimed at
reducing accidents and saving costs.
http://goo.gl/4mrhl1
New Woodworking, Abrasive Wheels and Abrasive Blasting Regulations – 1 July 2016
New regulations on woodworking machines, abrasive wheels and abrasive blasting of surfaces were
published on 29 January 2016 and will come into force on 1 July 2016.
http://goo.gl/fOdkwi
REACH 2018 registration deadline
To date, the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) has launched phases 1 and 2 of their seven steps
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towards successful REACH registration, which included advice on getting to know the chemicals being
manufactured or imported and advice on finding other registrants of the same substance. ECHA will
launch the third step of their seven steps towards successful registration on 1 March 2016.
http://goo.gl/dVGrXy
New HSA and ESB strategic alliance
A new strategic alliance has been agreed between Health and Safety Authority (HSA) and the ESB. It will
advance best safety and health practices in relation to all aspects of electricity generation, transmission,
distribution and supply.
http://goo.gl/YOMIw9

UK NEWS
New health and safety strategy for Great Britain
The HSE UK has published six themes that will be covered in its new five-year GB strategy.
http://goo.gl/lhhAeR
Glasgow truck deaths highlight need for proper health checks
The inquiry into the Glasgow bin lorry crash, which left six people dead, has highlighted the importance of
employers meeting their duty of care responsibilities.
The fatal accident inquiry heard how the driver allegedly “misled” his employers about his medical history.
This incident highlights that employers must ensure that drivers are not only fit to work but that they carry
the appropriate licence for the vehicle they drive.
http://goo.gl/TFyR3k
Great Yarmouth construction site deaths: Case sent to Crown Court
A prosecution arising from the deaths of four men on a construction site will be heard before a Crown
Court judge.
http://goo.gl/KH3BTC
Disney-owned firm prosecuted over Harrison Ford leg break on Star Wars set
A film production company owned by Disney is to be prosecuted over an incident in which actor Harrison
Ford was seriously injured during the filming of Star Wars: The Force Awakens at Pinewood Studios.
http://goo.gl/Z2CwoC

EUROPEAN NEWS
Road safety campaigners ask for EU serious injury reduction target
Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the European Commission, met with road safety and road victims
groups in Brussels to discuss the future of European road safety targets earlier in February.
Representatives of the European Transport Safety Council (ETSC) and the European Federation of Road
Traffic Victims (FEVR) presented the President with a banner representing the "Let’s Go" campaign,
which calls for a new European target to reduce serious road injuries, alongside an existing target to
reduce deaths by half by 2020.
http://goo.gl/9kmoJq
Up to 30% of detergents on the EU market found to be non-compliant
A recent report by the Chemical Legislation European Enforcement Network (CLEEN) has published the
finding of the 2014 EU EuroDeter Project. The project found that 20% to 30% of the detergents on the EU
market were non-compliant with labelling information with respect to the hazardous nature of the products.
http://goo.gl/EFtlDL

h

3/10

WORLD NEWS
Apply Now: 4th Global Healthy Workplace Awards 2016
The Global Healthy Workplace Awards - now in its fourth year - is the only global awards programme
dedicated solely to the recognition of practices and programmes in the global workplace and brings
together leaders in global health and well-being from around the world. Workplace health programme
applications from around the world are being accepted and will be reviewed by an international panel of
judges representing five continents with expertise in health promotion, health policy, occupational health
and associated disciplines.
http://goo.gl/5LQbeO
First draft of ISO's occupational health and safety standard now available
ISO 45001, which sets requirements for occupational health and safety management systems, has now
reached Committee Draft stage.
This draft standard, inspired by the well-known OHSAS 18001, is designed to help companies and
organisations around the world ensure the health and safety of the people who work for them.
http://goo.gl/WqW4hZ

FATALITIES AND ACCIDENTS
Man killed in Co. Meath industrial unit
A 20-year old man was killed on the first day of his job in an industrial unit in Co. Meath in January. The
HSA is carrying out an investigation into his death.
http://goo.gl/WmGTWN
Man in his 60s killed in farming accident in Kilkenny
A man in his 60s died in a farming accident outside Kilkenny in mid-January.The man’s son was also
injured in the accident and has suffered non-life-threatening injuries. It is believed that the farmer and his
son were using a loader and a basket when the accident occurred. The Gardaí and Health and Safety
Authority are investigating this farm death.
https://goo.gl/6DMgI8
Worker seriously hurt in factory gate accident in Sligo
A woman in her early forties was seriously injured in an accident involving an electric gate while on her
way into work to do an early morning shift. The woman was taken to Sligo University Hospital and the
incident is being investigated by the Gardaí and the HSA.
http://goo.gl/aPXQPZ
In April 1999, a workplace fatality occurred at the same factory in Sligo when a male employee inhaled
toxic fumes.
http://goo.gl/Jy1D3p
Human remains discovered in slurry pit
Gardaí are investigating the discovery of human remains in a slurry pit on a property north of Cork city. At
present it is understood that foul play is not believed to be a factor.
http://goo.gl/ts2DdI
Two Truck Drivers killed in fatal collision
The accident occurred at approximately 6am on the N2 earlier this year in January. Both men were the
sole occupants of their vehicles.
http://goo.gl/UeKW8b
Teenager who fell 20ft through a warehouse roof dies from injuries
The deceased fell through the roof of the vacant premises in January of this year. He was taken to St.
James’s Hospital however he later died from his injuries.
http://goo.gl/9eJ2UI
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INQUESTS
Inquest hears 30-year-old employee died fighting a factory fire
An inquest into the death of a 30-year-old employee at a coffin making factory found that he died while
trying to put out a blaze. The inquest also heard claims that a fire exit in the building was blocked “with
coffins”. The deceased had been cleaning spider webs with a 3m pole when he “inadvertently hit a lead”
that caused a light fitting to spark. The Health and Safety Authority has prosecuted the company on
breaches related to technical issues not directly related to the death. The jury returned a verdict of
accidental death.
http://goo.gl/nXxYQU
Mechanic killed by exploding tyre, inquest hears
A 39-year-old mechanic died after a truck tyre he was inflating exploded, an inquest has heard. The
deceased was thrown into the air by the blast with the tyre landing on his leg. The jury returned a verdict
of death by misadventure and made an industry-wide recommendation that safety measures be reviewed
where compressed air is used to inflate HGV tyres.
http://goo.gl/fBRQj0
Inquest finds 2009 double tragedy at Louth plants the result of a workplace accident
The inquest into the double tragedy at Drummonds grain store in Knockbridge heard that there was a
"complete and colossal systemic failure" of health and safety at the plant in August 2009. The jury made a
series of recommendations, including that health and safety co-ordinators have a recognised qualification,
and that they carry out inspections of each plant owned by the company at least once a year. They also
recommended that any person entering the elevator pit be in possession of an appropriate calibrated gas
monitor.
http://goo.gl/4e4AQT

STATISTICS
At 29 February 2016, three persons have been killed in workplace accidents in the Republic of Ireland.
http://goo.gl/OphMTh

IN THE COURTS
Road haulage company fined €1 million for health and safety breaches
A road haulage company fined €1 million after pleading guilty to breaching health and safety laws over a
road accident in which two women lost their lives, has moved to appeal its sentence.
The barrister for the company stated that the “fine imposed was wholly disproportionate to an
offence of omission rather than commission.”
He said it did not involve a deliberate act, it was not perpetrated deliberately for material gain,
there had been no previous incidents and the company had not disregarded previous warnings
from the Health and Safety Authority.
Counsel for the Director of Public Prosecutions said the company pleaded guilty to an offence
which specified that persons were put at risk because of a load not being adequately secured.
That failure resulted in the death of two “completely innocent women” and injury to three others.
The Judge said the court would reserve judgment.
http://goo.gl/fXqCvL
Co. Tyrone pipe firm fined after forklift death
A 49-year-old Polish employee at a Co. Tyrone pipe company died after a forklift truck he was driving
overturned, trapping him beneath the vehicle’s safety frame and the ground.
Investigators from the Health and Safety Executive for Northern Ireland found that the deceased was
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employed as a general operative, not a forklift truck operator, and as a result had not been trained on the
operation of lift trucks by the company. The company was fined £24,000 plus costs of £854 for four health
and safety breaches.
http://goo.gl/vxzMSr
Concrete product manufacturer fined €125,000
A large manufacturer of concrete products based in Co. Meath was fined €125,000 in February 2016. The
company was also ordered to pay costs after pleading guilty to a breach of health and safety legislation
which led to the death of a worker. The case arose when an employee was fatally injured in 2012 when
working on the wet cast manufacturing unit.
http://goo.gl/ECXTYq

SAFETY ALERTS
Hook Loader Skip Lorry
The Health and Safety Authority (HSA) has issued an urgent warning to owners and operators of hook
loader skip lorries primarily used in the waste disposal/recycling and construction sectors. This follows an
incident where the rear beam of hook loader skip lorry collapsed without warning during maintenance
work beneath the rear beam.
http://goo.gl/UkepOf
Risk of Explosion during Removal of Split Rim/Multi Piece Wheels from Vehicles
Following a recent incident, the Health and Safety Authority (HSA) is issuing an urgent warning to owners,
plant operators and tyre fitters with regard to the handling and repair of multipiece or split rim wheels.
http://goo.gl/04HaVq
HSE UK Safety Notice: Use of Barrier Glands in Potentially Explosive Atmospheres to meet IEC
60079:14 2013 (Edition 5)
The current International Standard allows the use of a "standard" Ex certified flameproof gland as
opposed to an Ex certified "barrier gland" without the requirement to apply the previous flowchart used in
the British Standard. There is evidence this approach creates a fire and explosion risk. This notice
provides information on what action to take.
http://goo.gl/0PiQPb
Warning on fire safety after charger bursts into flames
The National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) has warned consumers to be “extremely careful” when
buying and using electrical products after a fire caused extensive damage to an apartment in Dublin. The
fire broke out in an apartment after a charger left on a bed overheated and burst into flames.
http://goo.gl/Vftdmd

NOTIFICATIONS
Health and Safety Authority Construction Notification (AF2) System
Under the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work (Construction) Regulations 2013, any construction project
lasting longer than 30 days or 500 person days must be notified to the Health and Safety Authority. This
notification can be completed online.
https://goo.gl/Ssgo3T

PUBLICATIONS
HSA Publication: Ergonomics - Good Practice in the Irish Workplace
This publication demonstrates examples of how companies introduced a range of engineering and
organisational improvements in the way work is carried out to avoid or reduce the risk of musculoskeletal
injury. It describes a range of measures that companies can consider to minimise exposure of their
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workforce to poor ergonomic conditions.
http://goo.gl/25BVFL
Occupational safety and health in the wind energy sector
The wind energy sector is relatively young with turbine technology constantly progressing and this creates
an ongoing responsibility to ensure workers that conduct tasks such as installations, operation, or
maintenance do so under the safest possible conditions.
The checklist “Hazard Identification Checklist: Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) Risks in the Wind
Energy Sector” accompanies EU-OSHA’s report “Occupational Safety and Health in the wind energy
sector” and e-fact 79 on the same topic and aims to help with the hazard identification process.
https://goo.gl/crdC4v
HSE UK: Stoneworker eBulletin no 12
This eBulletin focusses on silicosis and the control of silica.
http://goo.gl/cS9piZ
HSE UK: Engineering eBulletin no 24
Features:
Health Issues - Legionella
V-MAC tool
Research - the effect of wearer stubble on the protection given by Filtering Face-pieces Class
(FFP3) and Half Masks
Fines and Prosecutions (UK)
http://goo.gl/lFomh4
SG4:14 Preventing Falls in Scaffolding Operations
New guidance on preventing falls in scaffolding operations from the UK’s National Access & Scaffolding
Confederation.
https://goo.gl/kBTKhr
Preventing contact dermatitis and urticaria at work - revised publication
This revised leaflet from the UK’s HSE explains how employers can protect employees from skin
problems known as contact dermatitis and urticaria. It is also useful for employees and their
representatives.
http://goo.gl/YclqKG
Maximising the value from H&S management systems
This article looks at the planning stage of health and safety management systems and looks at how a
structured approach to safety can help organisations of all sizes better manage risk.
http://goo.gl/8WhEOA
Newsletter: infoIRSST
Features in the January 2016 edition of infoIRSST:
Best Practices Guidance for Nonmaterial Risk Management in the workplace
Indoor swimming pools; worker exposure to disinfection byproducts
Slips, trips and falls accidents: An exploratory study
Knee osteoarthritis: Rehabilitation of workers
Occupational exposure to chemical and physical contaminants: Sex-differentiated analysis
http://goo.gl/XE4Ioy
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GUIDANCE
How many of these slurry guidelines do you follow on the farm?
The two major health and safety problems when it comes to slurry are drowning and gas poisoning. Here
are some guidelines for agitating slurry safely.
https://goo.gl/GNsfuh
HSA Publications: Guidelines on the Safety of Powered Gates
The purpose of this guidance is to assist those who have any responsibility for the specification, design,
manufacture, purchase, installation, maintenance, inspection or use of powered gates.
http://goo.gl/Q1NguH
Health and Safety of Vets Visiting Farms
This guidance focuses on the vet’s obligations when carrying out work on a farm (excluding equine
establishments). The content is also relevant to other professionals handling animals on farms, for
example, livestock scanners, AI staff and weight recording staff.
http://goo.gl/A7n5L0
UK Guidance - Occupational health risk management in construction
The Construction Industry Advisory Committee (ConIAC) has launched new guidance to encourage better
management of occupational health risks. It gives practical advice on what “health risk” means for the
construction industry, and the role of occupational health service provision in preventing or controlling
those risks.
http://goo.gl/eGKv1F
HSE UK Guidance: The use of emery cloth on metalworking lathes
Every year there are serious accidents involving the use of emery cloth on metalworking lathes, resulting
in injuries such as broken bones, dislocations, lacerations, amputations and occasionally death. The HSE
UK has prepared guidance for acceptable and unacceptable methods of use of emery cloth.
http://goo.gl/Jtg4VK
HSE UK Guidance: Musculoskeletal disorders in the cleaning industry
Musculoskeletal disorders (muscular aches, pains and discomfort) are the most common work-related ill
health/ injury reported by cleaners. Managing the risks effectively can significantly reduce the risk of workrelated MSDs to those employed within this industry.
http://goo.gl/AW40JY

RESOURCES
New OiRA tools: sports sector risk assessment
Online Interactive Risk Assessment (OiRA) has developed three online tools to help with conducting risk
assessments and to improve risk management in the sports sector, supported by EU-OSHA.
https://goo.gl/8y44XP
Napo for teachers
Using the ever-popular Napo character, EU-OSHA, the European Agency for Safety and Health at Work,
together with the Napo Consortium has devised a series of occupational safety and health (OSH)
education toolkits for teachers, aimed at introducing health and safety topics to primary school children in
an educational, yet fun and imaginative way using the Napo clips and creative activities.
https://goo.gl/2VhKw1
Waste Industry Safety and Health (WISH) Forum
Representatives from the waste management and recycling industry in the UK have come together to
form the Waste Industry Safety and Health (WISH) forum. WISH members include representatives from
Health and Safety Executive (UK), main trade associations, professional associations, trade unions,
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recycling organisations and national and local government bodies involved in waste management and
recycling.The aim of WISH is to identify, devise and promote activities to improve industry health and
safety standards.
http://goo.gl/by3YpC
EU-OSHA free online database of OSH publications
Interested in information resources on occupational safety and health? EU-OSHA’s collection of
publications ranges from in-depth research reports to topical e-facts, designed for use in the workplace.
All are free to download. You can search the library by language, topic or keyword and find a great
amount of multilingual publications related to OSH main sectors and themes.
https://goo.gl/4LBVsE

SAFETY VIDEOS
Video case study - Terry, a former stoneworker, suffering with silicosis
A new study which has been uploaded to the HSE (UK) website showing an interview with Terry, a
stoneworker for over 30 years, who is now living with silicosis.
http://goo.gl/VzZAij
Farmers – never take chances when mixing slurry
http://goo.gl/nL4jSO
Experts underline importance of Seat Belt Reminder systems in new video
A new film from the European Transport Safety Council (ETSC) calls on the European Commission to
require the fitting of Seat Belt Reminder Systems in all passenger seats in new cars when it reviews
vehicle safety regulations later this year.
http://goo.gl/V2SL0m

RESEARCH REPORTS
RR1053 Development of an intervention toolbox for common health problems in the workplace
The aim of this project was to look at the feasibility of developing a toolbox for the management of
common health problems in the workplace. Reliable and valid evidence identifies the two most common
health problems at work as musculoskeletal disorders and psychological ill-health (stress, anxiety and
depression). The HSE (UK) concluded that it was not possible to develop the simple health and safety
toolbox as envisaged, as the “model” moved into the ‘wellbeing’ area and away from HSE’s specific
remit/responsibilities for workplace health-related issues.
http://goo.gl/wN1GZn

NISO TRAINING AND EVENTS
NISO Safe Pass Training
Dublin: NISO Training Centre, A11 Calmount Park, Ballymount, Dublin 12; 4, 11 & 18 March
Cork: Clayton Hotel Silver Springs, Cork; 8 March; 6 & 25 April
Kilkenny: Springhill Court Hotel, Kilkenny; 16 March; 13 April; 4 May
Clonmel: Clonmel Park Hotel, Co. Tipperary; 30 March; 20 April; 11 May
NISO Training Centre, Dublin 12
Occupational First Aid QQI L5 (3 days); 9-11 March
Manual Handling Instructor QQI L6 (5 days); 21-23 & 29-30 March
NISO Events
Regional Safety Quizzes; March and April 2016
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NISO AGM; 16 April 2016; Radisson Blu Hotel, Athlone, Co. Westmeath
NISO/NISG Safety Quiz Finals; 16 April 2016; Radisson Blu Hotel, Athlone, Co. Westmeath
Safety Awards Workshop; NISO Training Centre, Dublin 12; 10 March
NISO/NISG All Ireland Safety Awards: Entry Deadlines: 1 April (Early Bird); 6 May (Standard)
Diary Date: NISO Annual Conference and Safety Awards Dinner; 7 October, Killarney
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